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CHAPTER

1 AN ACT concerning

A OWN

24 establishing the Task Force to Study Funera Establishment Licensing;

25 providing for the composition, staffing, and compensation of the members of the
26 Task Force; requiring the Task Force to review and assess certain items related
27 to the licensing of funeral establishments; requiring the Task Force to submit a
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certain report to the Governor and the General Assembly on or before a certain
date; providing for the termination of this Act; and generally relating to the Task
Force to Study Funeral Establishment Licensing.

1
2
3

9 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
10 MARYLAND, That thetLaws-ef-Maryland+ead-asfolows:

11 @ ThereisaTask Force to Study Funeral Establishment Licensing.

12 (b) The Task Force consists of the following members:

13 Q) two Senators who are members of the Education, Health, and
14 Environmental Affairs Committee, appointed by the President of the Senate;

15 2 two-Delegates whe-aremembers one Delegate who isa member of the
16 Health and Government Operations Committee, appointed by the Speaker of the
17 House; and

18 3) one Delegate who isa member of the Economic Matters Committee
19 appointed by the Speaker of the House; and

20 ) 4 the following rAire ten members appointed by the Governor:
21 [0)] one representative of the Maryland State Funeral Directors

22 Association;

23 (i) one representative of the Funeral Directors and Morticians

24 Association of Maryland;

25 i one representative of the Maryland Free State Cemetery and
26 Funeral Association;

27 (iv) one representative of the State Board of Morticians,

28 ) one representative of the Office of Cemetery Oversight;

29 el (vi) one representative of corporate-owned funeral

30 establishments;

31 aas) Vii one representative of the cemetery industry;

32 iy (viii)  one attorney with expertisein corporate and business law;
33 iy (iX) one business owner; and
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1 ) x) one member of the general public.

2 (© The Governor shall designate the chairman of the Task Force.

3 (d) The Department of Legidative Services and the Attorney Genera's Office
4 from the Anti-trust Division shall provide staff for the Task Force.

5 [G)] A member of the Task Force:

6 Q) may not receive compensation; but

7 2 is entitled to reimbursement for expenses under the Standard State
8 Travel Regulations, as provided in the State budget.

9 ) The Task Force shall:

10 Q) review and develop options for the licensing of funeral
11 establishmentsin the State;

12 2 assess the forms of ownership of funeral home licenses, including:
13 (i) corporations;

14 (i) professional associations;

15 (iii) partnerships; and

16 (iv) sole proprietorships,

17 3 assess the forms of licensing funeral professionalsin other dates;
18 4 assess whether ownership of afuneral home by a limited liability

19 corporation provides adequate safeguardsto protect Maryland consumers;

20 (5) determine whether the injunctive power of the State Board of
21 Morticians should be strengthened;

22 (6) review the current composition of the State Board of Morticians,
23 including theratio of practitionersto consumer members; and

24 (4] propose legidative, regulatory, and other changes required to
25 implement the recommendations of the Task Force.

26 [(s)] The Task Force shall report its findings and recommendations to the
27 Governor and, in accordance with § 2-1246 of the State Government Article, the
28 General Assembly, on or before December 31, 2004.
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30 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shal take
31 effect Oeteber July 1, 2004. It shall remain effective for a period of 6 monthsand, at

32 the end of December 31, 2004, with no further action required by the General
33 Assembly, this Act shall be abrogated and of no further force and effect.
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